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tions in the child's mind and thus pave the way for more
effective learning. For example, after a health test was
given, the teacher was besieged with eager questions:
"What are vitamins?" "Does spinach have lots of iron in
it?" "How often should a third-grade child eat meat?" The
questions were written on the board and formed the basis
for several periods of discussion.
The value of standardized tests in placing a child with
respect to other children of the same age and grade has
been overemphasized in the past. Nevertheless, compari-
sons cannot be avoided in this present imperfect educational
world, and it is frequently necessary, in making educational
and vocational plans, to have some idea of an individual's
achievement in relation to that of his fellows.
The results of a battery of achievement tests, when re-
corded in the graphic form suggested by Mort,9 show at a
glance whether the child is uniformly high or low in all
subjects, or whether he is uneven in his achievement, being
high in some subjects and low in others.
In these ways standardized tests supplement the teacher's
informal tests and observation. Although the modern school
curriculum emphasizes the acquisition of firsthand experi-
ences before the more formal type of learning, the use of
drill in the tool subjects in response to a felt need, and the
reduction of the required skills to minimum essentials,
nevertheless a substantial amount of learning takes place in
the primary grades. Knowledge of the progress that indi-
vidual children are making is important for both children
and teacher.
The policy of progressive schools with respect to testing
in the elementary school is, in general, to test entering pupils
with the Stanford-Binet. This measure of intelligence is
supplemented by a group test given each year and other
intelligence tests as indicated in individual cases. Achieve-
ment is usually tested each year by a standardized group
achievement test battery. This is frequently supplemented
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